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CARE AND FEEDING GUIDE

Puppy's first needs are good food, much love, a secure weatherproof kennel, and a run of his/her own.

Labrador puppies are full of life and can be naughty and destructive if not disciplined and kept occupied. A bored and frustrated puppy means a wrecked garden, etc. Give puppy toys that are his/her own, then teach the pup what is his/hers and what is yours. An excellent aid to rearing and training your puppy is a pen or enclosure. For all the times you are not there to supervise, your puppy will not only be safe, but he/she will not learn to be destructive, prevention is much better than cure.

Sleep, food, love and discipline, are the most important components for your puppy, the correct measures of these will amply reward you throughout your dog's life. 

INTRODUCING PUPPY TO HIS/HER NEW HOME

Puppy should always be introduced into his/her new home in the daylight, as early in the day as is practicable. It is important in the first few days in a new environment that you try to avoid any frightening situations as the puppy may associate them with you and the new home, thus making settling in a great deal more difficult. He/she needs to be able to trust you as the bond between you strengthens and reassurance is vital to the relationship. Remember that this baby has been removed from all familiar things, littermates and surroundings that gave the puppy confidence, if you give it some thought you will realise just what an upheaval it is in the life of one so young. Lots of love and positive reinforcement is the best way to help the puppy adjust. Then follows the gradual introduction to the big, wide world of strange sights and sounds.

THE FIRST EIGHT WEEKS AT HOME

The first eight weeks that your puppy is with you are the most important weeks for the correct socialisation and basic training of your dog of the future. If you neglect the need for your puppy to be trained to be a canine good citizen in these early weeks, you can never repair the damage in the future. It is very important for your puppy to learn to learn, you will find that there are puppy socialisation classes in your area for puppies that have had their vaccinations (ask your vet where they are held in your area), these classes ensure that your dog will be good at mixing with other dogs and other people, essential skills for all family dogs. They will also ensure the start of the learning process.
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HOUSE TRAINING
Most Labrador pups manage to convince their family that houses are for humans and Labradors together, therefore housetraining is most important.  Puppies need to relieve themselves immediately upon waking up, as soon as they have finished eating and should to be given the opportunity to go out every 30 minutes when they are awake and playing. The most important thing to remember when housetraining is that you must accompany the pup when he/she goes outside for the following reasons, if you put him/her outside and stay inside yourself the pup will wait at the door until you come to get it, and run inside very happy and excited to see you again and promptly piddle on the floor. You will then be angry and growl and the pup will be so confused he/she will piddle all the more. Most times when there is an accident it is the fault of the humans, not the pup, by punishing the pup you will set back your training schedule enormously.  If there is an accident it is best to put puppy outside, clean up and start all over again, do not make a fuss. 

The right approach is to go out with the pup, stay with him/her until the aim is achieved, be very effusive with your praise when pup piddles, then put him/her down again and wait until he/she finds the ideal spot to poo, heaps more praise and you will be amazed how quickly you will have a pup who is not just being good when you take it out, but, actually asking to go out. It is easy to introduce an appropriate word when the pup is actually doing pee or poo i.e. "empty" or "toilet", thus expediating the trip outside especially on a cold night. Remember it is vital to be there to praise the pup immediately he/she co-operates. 

When training your Labrador to be an inside dog, it is very helpful to have a crate inside so that you can put the pup in the crate when you are distracted by children or the phone etc. This can save many a mistake by the pup when you are not concentrating, it also serves the purpose of crate training and teaching the pup to stay in one place when inside the house. The crate is also of great benefit in the car. Dogs that are crated in the car tend to be calmer and because they never learn to leap about from front to back, they are a pleasure to take with you. A crate in the car means that when the car is stationary, you can open the doors for an ample air supply at any time, without having to worry that the dog will leap out into a dangerous situation.  

MEETING OTHER FAMILY ANIMALS

Labradors seldom have any trouble accepting all other creatures "great and small". When introducing your puppy, make sure that the established animals are not left out when everyone is lavishing attention on the new puppy, the worst thing that can happen is for the rest of the pets to feel rejected because of the newcomer. If you make sure all are included in the settling in process, there is unlikely to be any trouble. 

FEEDING

High quality, super premium dry foods are by far the best, used with the dogs' natural diet of fresh raw meat and bones.

The best by far of the prepared foods is a product called EAGLE PACK. . Your puppy has been reared on a combination of EAGLE PACK LARGE BREED PUPPY or NATURAL 

fresh raw meat and fresh raw bones 

It is important to avoid foods that contain food colouring and preservatives, as it is detrimental to both health and temperament of the dog. 
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NEVER FEED COOKED BONES TO YOUR DOG.

.

Milk   -   Do not give your puppy, or adult dog cows milk to drink. It contains too much lactose (milk sugar) which many dogs do not tolerate well. 

MEAT – RAW -  All cuts of chicken or chicken mince, beef &/or lamb minced or diced.                                  

PUPPY'S PRESENT DIET

BREAKFAST: Approx.1/2cup EAGLEPACK NATURAL(soaked) add meat (2tblesps)  

 ___________________________________________________________

                                                        Lamb necks, flaps or shanks   

                                                       Chicken wings, necks,or frames                                                                                                                                                                                                 

 LUNCH: Fresh, raw, meaty, bone, ie:  Beef brisket bones         __________________________________________________________

TEA: Approx. 1/2 cup EAGLEPACK NATURAL (soaked) add meat (2tblesps) &

                       & tablescraps   NO COOKED BONES                                                  ___________________________________________________________

Your puppy has been reared on EAGLE PACK – LARGE BREED PUPPY which we consider to be the best possible prepared food as the basic diet for your puppy, combined with fresh, raw meat. From approximately 10 - 12 months puppy may change to EAGLE PACK – KENNEL                                                               

(ORIGINAL) or NATURAL if you wish to alter his food. He can stay on NATURAL all his life as it has great benefits in the formula for all dogs.

When you take your puppy home he/she is on three meals a day as detailed above. As you will notice, Labrador puppies grow very rapidly, and, therefore their diet needs to change constantly to help them cope with this huge growth rate. It is normal for them to have periods of very fast growth and then plateaus of slow growth as they progress, this means you need to be aware that the diet has to be adjusted accordingly. The amount of activity of each individual also impacts on the amount of food needed, as do hot or cold weather conditions.  Use your power of observation and do not allow your dog to get fat, but do not let a puppy get too light as they need reserves to draw on whilst growing.

When using HOLISTIC  or SUPER PREMIUM quality puppy food, it is unnecessary to 

supplement the puppy with calcium or any other additives as a complete balance of vitamins and minerals needed by the pup are incorporated in the food.                                       
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OBESITY

The greatest cause of premature death in dogs must be overfeeding, never allow your dog to become fat. The only way he/she can become fat is by the amount of food consumed, be firm about how much food he/she is given, and diligent about regular exercise.
Never allow your dog to beg for food at your dinner table. He/she should be outside, or at least out of the room when the humans eat, and his/her mealtimes should be clearly defined. The quickest way to make your dog fat is to feed tidbits. Save all bits and pieces you wish to give to him/her and include them in the meals you prepare for the dog. Never leave food down for the dog. If the food is not eaten within a few minutes, pick it up, put it in the fridge until it is time for the next meal. 

Two meals a day is ideal for the dog throughout its life. 

Many adult dogs, especially neutered dogs and bitches, benefit from a change to reduced fat food after maturity, try EAGLE PACK - ADULT REDUCED FAT FORMULA.

REMEMBER

The Labrador is usually a greedy dog and will eat almost anything. Take care to remove all RAT POISON and SNAIL BAIT from your property before puppy is allowed to run free.

WATER

FRESH, COOL DRINKING WATER MUST BE AVAILABLE AT ALL TIMES. 

WORMING AND GROOMING

It is vital to keep your dog free of all internal and external parasites, (FLEAS AND WORMS) by following a regular program.

Use a stiff bristled brush (pig bristle is ideal) or a ZOOM GROOM to groom two or three times weekly, this stimulates good skin and hair condition and allows for close inspection for fleas, as well as removing dead hair.

Bathe your dog regularly (approximately every four weeks) using any good quality dog shampoo. 

Remember, fleas carry Tapeworm eggs.  Dogs have very sensitive skin, so take care when using soaps or shampoos to use only those recommended for use on dogs, human shampoos are not ideal for use on your dog.

Flea control is now as simple as a monthly treatment with FRONTLINE Plus, and similar products, these control fleas in the dogs' environment and are very effective.
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FRONTLINE also comes in an aerosol form. It is important to keep cats free of fleas if you are to control fleas on your dog, FRONTLINE is suitable for use on cats too. Thus keeping the whole family free of fleas and helping to keep the environment clear of fleas. 

There are many ways for a dog to become infested with worms, so, regular worming throughout the dog's life is essential for the good health of the animal and the people he/she lives with.

Regular worming is particularly important for dogs that are interacting with children.    

Roundworm eggs can be very dangerous to youngsters and tapeworm eggs are also transmittable to humans.
WHEN TO WORM: Monthly worming (via Heartgard Plus), or as advised by your veterinarian. 

Three monthly worming with ALLWORMER for tapeworm. An easy way to remember when worming is due is to dose the dog on the first day of each season throughout year.

Your puppy's next worming is due on ....................................... 

.

HEARTWORM:  As heartworm is now found all over mainland Australia, it is necessary to protect your dog against this killer disease.  This can be achieved by either daily dosing with D.E.C., or monthly dosing with HEARTGARD PLUS (monthly heartworm and flea control)   Discuss with your veterinarian the most suitable form of protection for your dog.  An ideal time to start heartworm prevention treatment is at the sixteen week vaccination of your puppy.

DESEXING

You should plan to have your puppy neutered prior to  six months of age.  Speying for a female or castration for a male. Your bitch puppy would come into season at about nine months of age, (this can be as early as six months or as late as twelve months).  Unless you intend to breed with your dog, neutering at six months avoids the hassles of sexual maturity, and also reduces substantially the Local Council registration fee for the dog. Males that are neutered at six months do not develop the annoying habit of leg lifting to mark territory, nor do they find it necessary to sniff at every single post in order to mark it to say they have been there. 

The benefit of speying the bitch, apart from avoiding mismating, and, confinement while in season, is the prevention of uterine infections and tumors and mammary tumors in older entire bitches. Likewise in males, neutering prevents testicular cancer and reduces prostate cancer, and, they are not upset by bitches in season in the vicinity nor are they tempted to wander.
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EXERCISE & LEAD TRAINING

Remember your puppy is a baby until twelve months old, and formal exercise is not advisable before he/she is about one year old.  Puppy will exert him/herself to please you, even if exhausted, do not put your puppy in that position. Nature will tell him/her when to stop and sleep if left to exercise at play.  Like a baby, sleep and good food are essential for proper development. 

Training your puppy should begin as soon as you take him/her home. After the first day you can introduce him/her to the collar, a small, light collar will not take your pup long to adjust to wearing, and, after he/she has become thoroughly accustomed to the collar (about a week) 

you can clip on the lead and start lead training. Because the Labrador loves to be with you and is anxious to please you, lead training is a very simple process; he/she will follow willingly wherever you go with just the slightest encouragement. In no time at all you will be walking up the street with puppy following happily. 
A few nibbles in your pocket to reinforce your praise for a job well done will serve to cement the behaviour firmly in place.

Your puppy is just a baby and, therefore, formalised exercise periods are still quite a way down the track. The main objective in early training is to socialise the pup and keep the mind occupied by getting him/her out of the backyard. The mental health of the dog has to be attended to and if you want to have a dog that is not bored and destructive and an incessant barker you must be aware of the need to stimulate their mind.  Puppy attention span is limited so very short lessons are the best and most productive.

If you have another adult dog in the home it is most important that the puppy and the adult dog are not left unsupervised at any time until the puppy has reached skeletal maturity because constant playing with a mature dog can cause damage to puppy growth plates. He/she should only play with pups of his/her own size and weight.

NEVER LET YOUR DOG OFF HIS/HER LEAD NEAR A ROAD, NO MATTER HOW CONFIDENT YOU THINK YOU ARE OF THE DOG'S RESPONSE TO COMMAND,

DOGS DO NOT HAVE A PERCEPTION OF DANGER FROM MOTOR CARS

IMMUNISATION

When you take your puppy home he/she has had their initial vaccination for Distemper, Parvovirus and Hepatitis.  He/she then requires further vaccinations at twelve weeks and at sixteen weeks.
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PUPPY'S RECOMMENDED VACCINATIONS ARE DUE AS FOLLOWS:

12 WEEKS :   Distemper,  Hepatitis & Parvovirus        Due ............................

16 WEEKS :   Distemper,  Hepatitis & Parvovirus        Due ............................

                                            OR

                       Distemper,  Hepatitis,  Parvovirus & Kennel Cough                                                                                                                

V.C.A. REGISTRATION AND TRANSFER

Puppy is registered with the Victorian Canine Association, on the limited register, and if you plan to obedience trial or retriever/ field trial your dog, or do agility, flyball or jumping with him/her you will need to join the V.C.A., and transfer the registration into your name.  You will find the necessary form on the back of the registration certificate.

LOCAL COUNCIL REGISTRATION

Your local council/shire requires you to register you puppy at three months of age. When you have your puppy desexed and you present a sterilisation certificate from  your veterinarian 

you may receive a reduced fee.  Some Councils also have a reduced fee for dogs registered with the V.C.A., your membership number and registration number of your dog will need to be presented to Council. There may also be special consideration for micro-chipped dogs so take your microchip certificate with you too.

BOARDING KENNELS

It is quite likely that at some time you will need to board your dog in a kennel while you are on holiday. Make sure that you check out the kennel carefully before you book your dog to stay, a spontaneous visit is probably the best way to see how the kennel really functions. It is common practice for dogs to be doubled up in these establishments and the last thing you need to happen to your dog is for him/her to be put in a kennel with a strange and aggressive dog. Be sure to ask what the policy of the kennel is in this regard. The dog that has always had his/her own pen/enclosure accepts the boarding kennel situation very readily.

THE LABRADOR  -  A SUMMARY

"Good balance, physically and mentally can be used to explain the success and popularity of the Labrador.  Its temperament can be summed up in its well balanced character ..... its fire and drive are balanced by serenity,  its courage by common sense, its eagerness by patience,  and its independance by docility".                  

                                                   QUOTE:"New Dog Encyclopaedia".

